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In Orono Saturday, the University of Maine Club football team hit a speedbump on their road to perfection suffering a 30-13 setback to the SW Connecticut Grizzlies.

The Grizzlies would score first on a 22 yard run by Darren McNeil. SWC would lead 7-0 after the first quarter. Maine would respond with a 61 yard drive capped off by a 2 yard touchdown pass from Brett Davison to David Searle tying the score at 7.

After a 59 yard return on the ensuing kickoff by Dwight Franklin would set up SCW at the maine 18 yard line, the Grizz would close out the first half with a 21 yard Bart Garbus field goal and would lead 10-7 at the half. Early in the 3rd quarter Maine CB Joe Bailey would intercept Kyle Laurendeu's pass and race 42 yards for the score. Dustin Snow's extra point would be blocked and Maine would take a 13-10 lead. SWC would respond with a scoring drive of their own capped off by an 8 yard Laurendeau pass to Kevin Sylvester and would regain the 17-13 advantage. UMaine's offense would stall with 3 Davison interceptions on the next 5 possessions. The Black Bears defense would keep the score close for a while but the short field would lead to a couple of late TD runs by Devin Diaz resulting in the 30-13 final. SW Connecticut ends their regular season undefeated at 6-0 and clinches the #1 seed and homefield advantage in the Yankee Collegiate Football Conference playoffs. Maine drops to 4-1 entering their rivalry game with the University of Vermont. With Maine and UVM holding identical 4-1 records, the winner will enter the playoffs with the #2 seed and will host the other as the #3 seed in the YCFC semifinal game the following weekend. The winner of the game will also win the inaugural NCFA North Atlantic Conference championship as they are the only two active teams in the conference. The two played the first ever sanctioned NCFA game last November with UVM edging Maine 21-20. In addition to pride, playoff implications, and potentially national rankings when the two play next Saturday night at 7:00 in Burlington Vermont with the winner leaving as the first to earn the "The Jug" rivalry trophy.
